GLOBAL HANDSHAKE CUSTOMS
 
Introductions are accompanied by a handshake, an embrace, air kiss, real kiss, or a bow, depending on the culture. Hugging or embracing when being introduced is considered inappropriate in business situations in the 

United States but is common in many South American countries, Middle Eastern countries, some African countries, and parts of Europe. 
The bow, common in China and Japan, is uncommon in many other cultures.
The handshake is acceptable as a greeting in many parts of the world, including Nigeria, Kenya, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Finland, and others. Many Far Eastern countries, such as Japan and China, use the bow instead of the handshake as their greeting. Handshakes between the genders, however, have different customs around the world. In India and Saudi Arabia, for example, the handshake is only between men. In other countries, such as Germany, you would want to wait to see if the woman extended her hand for the handshake rather than assume that all women shake hands. The duration, number of pumps, and vigorousness of the handshake also can be different. In countries such as Saudi Arabia, you will find the handshake is often done, and they will hold your lower arm while shaking hands. In Finland, however, it is customary to greet women before men with a firm handshake. The U.S. handshake is moderately firm in comparison to the light, quick grasp of the French; the soft or gentle grasp of the British; the Latin American moderate grasp; and the firm grasp of the Germans. 

Another form of greeting used in place of or with the handshake is the kiss or hug. Although a kiss or hug is generally not appropriate as a greeting in the United States, in some countries it is customary. Middle Eastern men will shake hands and kiss on both cheeks as they hug. Scandinavians prefer to have no body contact with strangers and do not hug or kiss. Latin Americans, Mediterranean people, and many Africans embrace, often accompanying the embrace with a slap on the back.

 
Latin American, Mediterranean, and African women who are close friends often hug or kiss each other as part of their greeting. Both men and women in France will hold each other’s shoulders lightly and give an air kiss firm on one cheek and then on the other cheek.

As you can see, greetings vary around the world. Asians, Northern Europeans, and most Canadians and U.S. people are uncomfortable with touching and hugging. Some countries have multiple ways of greeting each other, such as the Greeks who may shake hands, embrace, and/or kiss a person at the first meeting or at every meeting. Although bowing is the customary form of greeting in Japan and China, the handshake is becoming much more acceptable with the Japanese who work internationally.

You will often find when conducting business with the people of Japan or China that the handshake is often combined with a bow so that each culture shows the other proper respect.

In India, the traditional greeting is the Namaste, which one says while pressing palms together with fingers up and placing the hands below the chin. A slight bow accompanies this gesture when greeting supervisors or others to whom you wish to show respect. Because greeting customs vary so widely, be sure to check out this first impression maker before arriving at your destination.

